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Good News! The Riverside Revealed event at Wellington College will definitely go ahead and
there are three interesting new events on the Calendar.

Also in this edition are reports on the Beal Park Boat Day, the last Goring Planning Meeting,
Activities in Reading and Windsor and Swan Upping with Wokingham U3A. If you are reading
this as an email, all the blue links should be ‘live’ so one click will take you to the details on the
appropriate website or open an email window ready for you to write your request.

The Exhibition Team for Wellington need the details of how all you researchers, organisers and
photographers would like to display your material at Riverside Revealed. Please send these in
to one of the team not later than 1> September. Details of who is responsible for which section is
being circulated as a separate document, but if in doubt please contact:

Peter Chapman 0118 934 0101 or 07775 725 400 pe5lter@gmail.com

U3A News. We are delighted with the double page spread on pages 4-5 of the Summer 2011
edition (Issue 95), not to mention top billing on the front cover. It has already attracted some
bookings for Wellington from way outside our area. We have hopes of a follow-up article after
Riverside Revealed — we shall see.

There is still time to book for Riverside Revealed at Wellington College, in October.

Come and join this very special residential event on Wednesday, 26 ™ to Friday, 28 ™ October
2011 celebrating the whole Riverside Project. Experience the atmosphere of Wellington
College and spend time exploring these special buildings and strolling in the beautiful parkland
which surrounds them. Take part in the full and varied programme of Riverside activities and
lectures and enjoy the excellent catering in the Dining Hall at breakfast, lunch and dinner. Relax
in the evenings with a Riverside Soirée of poetry, music and drama and the Riverside Quiz
respectively and avail yourself of the private bar facilities.

Other features:

There will be an interesting
and varied Activities
morning.

Leading Speakers will include:

Peter Durrant

Chief Archivist, Berkshire Records Office
Richard Poad

Chairman, Maidenhead Heritage Centre
David Boag

The Riverside Exhibition  will
be mounted in the V&A, not
International expert on the kingfisher quite like its famous

Dick Mayon-White namesake but an excellent

Warden of the River Thames Society venue for us.
“3000 Years of Industry on the Thames

The total cost for this exciting event is just £118 per person, which includes all meals and
accommodation from Wednesday afternoon to Friday afternoon (plus teas and coffees as
appropriate) as well as all lectures and activities. The only “extras” are any bar bills. For those
living close by, there is a non-resident rate of £78, which includes all of the above except B&B.
Full payment must be received by 1 September (when we have to pay Wellington) For full
details and an application form click on this link: www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Riverside Revealed

The last Goring Planning Day took place on 8™ July and a very productive day it turned out to
be. As usual the WI produced a good sandwich lunch for us all and we were able to keep
“working” right through the day. Jane Sellwood gave us an excellent talk on “3000 Years of
Industry on the Thames” and we also heard from the CHATT group of U3As on their plans to do
a similar Project about the River Thame which is, of course, a tributary of the Thames with its
source somewhere near Aylesbury and joining the Thames at Dorchester. The day also
identified a couple of gaps in the calendar and ideas where discussed which have now resulted in
three new events in the coming months.
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On Wednesday, 21% September The Big Walking Day will take place in Abingdon.

This is possibly your last chance to enjoy the companionship and learning opportunities offered
by the variety of walks undertaken during the Riverside Project. As we approach the final months
of the project we are providing TVN members with a choice of activities based on the lovely
historic town of Abingdon. These are:

i) The final long walk , completing our set of twelve walks which have taken us from the source
of the Thames to Windsor. We will walk from Dorchester to Abingdon, a delightful ramble of
around nine miles. We will start from Dorchester Bridge Car Park at 10:00am, hoping to reach
Abingdon for a late lunch — see below. Full details of the walk and registration arrangements are
available on the TVN/Riverside Project website or from lan Clarkson on 01793 782836 or at
ian.clarkson@gmail.com

i) A short circular walk of about 3 miles starting and finishing in Abingdon and taking in the site
of the Abbey, the Abbey Stream, a section of the Thames and the Swift Ditch. The walk will start
from Abbey Close car park at 11:30am. Again full details are available on the website, or from
Anne Gould on 01235 525476 or at abingdonu3a@gmail.com

iif) A Walk into History — a guided tour of the delightful town of Abingdon — the oldest continually
inhabited settlement in England. The walk will take us to and inside the remains of the 7" Century
Benedictine Monastery, the Norman church of St Nicholas, several Coaching Inns and the Early
English church of St Helen. This walk will take place in the afternoon, starting at 2:30pm so that
those people doing either i) or ii) above will have the opportunity to participate. Again full details
are on the website or from Anne Gould on 01235 525476 or at abingdonu3a@gmail.com

Celebration Lunch

We are planning to celebrate the completion of our set of walks — both long and short — by having
lunch at The Crown and Thistle in Abingdon. If you would like to join us please make your
intention known when you register with one of the above contacts. Final details will be

publicised as soon as possible.

On Monday, 15™ August A Moth Evening is being organized by Chess Valley and Wokingham
U3As. It will be held on a farm near Great Missendon starting at 8pm and probably continuing
until the early hours of the morning. The idea is to collect and identify the numerous different
moths, which may be found in this area. Obviously this activity is entirely dependent on suitable
weather conditions so if the weather is unpropitious on 15" the 17" is the alternative date.
When registering your interest, please give as many contact details as possible, email, phone
and mobile numbers so you can be contacted at the last minute if necessary. Remember to
check emails and voice mail before you set out to avoid a wasted journey.

Further information and registration: Jon Cole 07875 475788 jon@cole87.freeserve.co.uk

Also for lovers of wildlife but perhaps more appealing to those enjoying an early night,
Wokingham U3A are organising A Wildlife Activities Day on Saturday, 1% October at 10am at
Dinton Pastures Multi-Activity Centre, between Reading and Wokingham.

There will be two illustrated talks in the morning, from local experts, on bird recognition and on
insect-life. These will be followed in the afternoon by Guided Walks using the bird hides on site,
and gathering insects. The cost is £5 per member, including coffee on arrival, talks and guided
walks. Bring own picnic lunch.

Enquiries and bookings: Patsy Thornton 01344 774812 patsy@thorntac.co.uk

Kingfisher Watch, Jon Cole jon@cole87.freeserve.co.uk 07875 475 788 would like to know
every time you see a kingfisher even if it is only the unmistakable blue flash. Please record
where and when it was (map reference is ideal but not essential) and if you manage to take a
photograph so much the better but you need to be quick, they tend not to stay in one place for
very long!.
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RIVERSIDE CALENDAR for SUMMER / AUTUMN 2011

As always, flyers and applications may be found on the TVN website or direct from the organiser.
Click on the following link to go directly to the Riverside Calendar then click on the event you want.
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/Riverside calendar Web.html

Tuesday, 9™ August - Walk or Cruise to Mapledurham House and Watermil | - Reading U3A
The oldest working watermill on the Thames. Meet at Reading Bridge for the 5 mile walk (take a
picnic lunch) or embark at Caversham jetty for the 45 minute cruise. Both parties will meet for a
guided tour (with a tea room available afterwards) and all return by boat. The cost per member is
£16.50 Bookings by 30" July please.

Mary Trout, Reading U3A 01491 682002 mrytrt@yahoo.co.uk

Monday, 15™ August - Short Walk - Bracknell Forest U3A

A five mile circular walk along the River Thames between Maidenhead and Bray.

A pleasant riverside walk including Brunel's GWR bridge, Bray Lock and the village of Bray.
Roger Jones 01344 451541 or 07717 261630  rogerjones@northlake.wanadoo.co.uk

NEW Monday, 15" August  (17th if weather unpropitious) - Moth Evening 8pm - Chess Valley
and Wokingham U3As Near Great Missendon  Activity collecting and identifying moths. See
page 2 for more details.  Jon Cole 07875475788 jon@cole87.freeserve.co.uk

Thursday, 18 ™ August - Long Walk: Dorchester to Goring  (The penultimate leg.)

Meet: At the Dorchester Bridge car park in Henley Road, Dorchester

Public transport between Goring and Dorchester is somewhat limited so it is suggested that
people come by car. Drivers will be chauffeured back to Dorchester at the end of the walk,
whence they can return to Goring for their passengers.

The Route is a delightful easy walk via Shillingworth, Preston Crowmarsh, Wallingford and the
edge of Cholsey. The distance is approximately 12.5 miles.

Refreshments: Because of the length of the walk it is suggested that participants bring a packed
lunch — there are several hostelries in Goring in which to celebrate at the end!

Contact: If you are interested in joining us, or would like more information, please contact either
the walk leader, Christine Usher - Wokingham U3A 0118 987 2736 christine.usher@talk21.com
or the Long Walks Co-ordinator, lan Clarkson 01793 782836 ian.clarkson@gmail.com In
registering your interest please try to indicate how many people and cars there are likely to be in
your party so that arrangements to ferry the correct number of drivers can be made. More exact
details will be sent, to all who register an interest/intention to walk, approximately five days before
the event.

NEW Wednesday 21 *' September -The Big Walking Day- Abingdon U3A

This will include the final leg of the Long Walks, and a 3 mile Short Circular Walk and a Walk
Through History and a Celebration Lunch. See page 1 for further details or contact
abingdonu3a@gmail.com

NEW Saturday, 1 %' October - Wildlife Activities Day - Wokingham U3A

10 am at Dinton Pastures Multi-Activity Centre, between Reading and Wokingham. Cost £5,
including coffee on arrival, talks and guided walks. Bring own picnic lunch. Details on page 2.
Enquiries and bookings to Patsy Thornton, 01344 774812 patsy@thorntac.co.uk

TUESDAY 26 ™ - THURSDAY 28™ OCTOBER - RIVERSIDE REVEALED

A residential event to celebrate the Riverside Project at Wellington College. Please come, it will
be fun and it is very good value. Full details and application forms are on the web site. See also
page 1. Bookings as soon as possible please. Full payment must be received by 1% September.
Agnes Budagowska 01793 615501 agnes-bud@supanet.com

N.B. In all cases, organisers will accept late applications if the event is not already fully booked.
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Adopt a Lock is opento any TVN U3A, group or individual. Many locks have not yet had a
claim staked so please contact Robin Ford robin@fordmail.co.uk 01494 727768 and let him
know which lock you would like to study. At this stage an in-depth study may not be possible
but our aim is to have something on each lock in our patch.

Riverside Poetry. The competition is open to every member and you really don’t have to be
Keats or Wordsworth to take part. We would like some lighthearted stuff with which to have
some fun during the Riverside Revealed Soirée. Alternatively let us know if you have a favorite
‘riverside’ poem which you would like to hear included in the evening programme. Please send
your entry, long or short, to Susie Berry susie.berry@virgin.net or post to Poppets Hill Farm,
Stoke Talmage, OX9 7HB

NIACE. The Riverside Project has been awarded a “Certificate of Achievement” in recognition
of our commitment to learning. Well done everyone. Those of you who attended the Thames
Valley Network AGM will have seen Patsy Thornton proudly showing off the very smart
document. No doubt she will bring it to Wellington!

Messing about in Boats - U3A style . We had a
fascinating day at Beal Park on 13" June where we
enjoyed a series of short lectures on different aspects of
boating and boat bundlng on the Thames including a
demonstration,
% from a tabletop,

. on how to paddle
our own canoel!
We were then
able to try out all
sorts of craft from W Al
the famous steam Iaunch Consuta to a repllca Royal
Barge. A really fun day and many thanks to all those
who made it possible particularly Robin Ford and the
members of The Thames Traditional Boat Society.

Photos: Sue Milton

Twenty-three members of the TVN went to Windsor U3A’s Walk into History . We were taken
around Windsor by a Blue Badge Guide, whose brief was to talk about e Tae - o
took as her main topic, Windsor’s involvement with the Olympic games
1908 (the marathon) , 1948 ( cycling)and next year (rowing) and we
learnt some really interesting facts about what happened at these
events. The talk also gave us some history (such as the fact that
George |V prettied up the castle to make it look more romantic) on some
of the old buildings in the town and on some of the inhabitants of yore.
We had our tour at the same time as the Changing of the Guard, and it
was a privilege to see both the Scots and the Grenadier guards
marching through the town behind a military band. The new statue
unveiled in June, to commemorate the Irish Guards was pretty

impressive as well. Pam Palmer
Photo: Liz Bush

Reading Activities Day was another which attracted a good turnout. One attendee wrote:

| would just like to thank you all for the organisation of such a splendid day, and having a private
word with the weather man as well, which resulted in such perfect conditions. It was just ideal for
walking, neither unbearably hot nor wet, but bright and pleasant.

Cont/



Riverside Journal — July 2011 page 5

| thought the boat trip was great. It is always exciting to see a well-
known place from a totally different angle, and | had never taken a river
trip on the Canal before, (though plenty of steamer trips along the
Thames). David Cliffe knows a great deal, and it was very good that he
obviously enjoyed sharing his enthusiasm with us. My husband and |
both relished our walk with Jane Sellwood this afternoon, and very much
appreciated all the knowledge of the area which she had. I'm sure all
your visitors from around the Thames Valley found it a memorable day,
as we did. Please, do tell you team how much we appreciated all the

work they put in to make the day such a success
Photo: Martin Goodwin

Fifty members of Wokingham U3A followed the Swan Upping
near Sonning Bridge on 20" July and were treated to ringside
seats as these photographs show. This is the family of five
cygnets, first seen by Patsy Thornton soon after they were born,
riding on the pen's back. Now she has seen them safely tagged
as Her Majesty’s property.

Photos: Biddy Wombwell

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the various events during the summer
and of course at Riverside Revealed in October — don’t forget to book soon.

Any queries on the project may be addressed to the steering team:
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www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk

Please pass this Journal on to other U3A members wh 0 may be interested. We are
constantly amazed at how many members still seem to be unaware of the Riverside Project.
Thank you.

END



